“Melanoma is the leadmg cancer ‘in young people...”

Maura’s

cCancer

] L2
mission
Daughter’s death spurs Mum
on 1500km ride, $150K bid

TRISH GALLAGHER

MELANOMA campaigner Mau-
ra Luxford 1ook a short rest break in
Wangaratta Jast week on her 1500
kilometre bike ride from Kempsey,
NSW, to Melbourne.

And she reckoned she has thighs
like fence posts after discovering
the road from Sydney to Yass was
ail uphill,

Maura set oul on ndedacure to
support research for new treatments
and ultimately a cure into melano-
ma affecting adolescents and young
adults (15-25 year olds).

The Hanngh Rose Melanoma
Research Fund is named after her
daughter, who died aged 20 last De-
cember after being diagnosed with
a malignan! melanoma 12 months
before.

She was able to catch up with
her sister-in-law Sandi Anderson’s

family in Wangaratta and stayed
two nights.

Maura aims to raise $150.000
on behalf of the Peter MacCallum
Cancer Ceéntre in Melbourne, the
end destination of her ride.

“T'm taking 38 days to complete
the journey, stopping at many (owns
ef route to promole awareness m-
garding melanoma and skin can-
cer,” she said.

“Melanoma is the leading cancer
in young peaple, and cancer in gen-
eral is the second biggest cause of
death in young people in Australia
next to car accidents.”

While in Wangaratta it was
Kational Skin Cancer Awareness
Week, backing up Maura’s mes-
sage.

She spoke to abount 400 high
school students at Galen Catho-
lic College and Wangaratta High

School, and the Wangaratta Ro-
tary Club.

“At the schools 1 present
‘Mela-What?* - it's about Han-
nah’s journey with melanoma,
current statistics, the impact of
UV radiation, skin cell damage
and sunsafe practices,” she said.

“This is a potent message
that helps young people make
the connection between sunsafe
practices and skin cancer preven-
tion.

“1 can literally see kids join-
ing the dots and making sense of
things when they see that this dis-
case aﬂ‘acis kldSJLiSI like them

FACTS ON MELANOMA:
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n Wangaratta with one of her support crew, Sam Luxford.
PHOTO: Cheryl Browne




